paediatric implications, emergency airway management including cervical spine injuries and the place of the laryngeal mask airway and the "Combitube".
The concept of difficult extubation is addressed and, even more importantly, the legal implications of difficult intubation, which are so important when one considers how this whole topic has mushroomed as a result of medico-legal claim reports.
Because of the very low incidence of difficult intubation, there is emphasis given to the need for formal departmental training, including simulated difficulty, laboratory work using models and even the use of cadavers. Training programs have demonstrated better performance. Whilst many algorithms have been developed for the management of the difficult airway, they have become increasingly complex and very difficult to remember. They are of particular value when difficulty is predicted. The "trial-and-error type of cascade algorithm" may be less appropriate than focusing on the specific problem in a crisis. "The detailed study of algorithms is no substitute for the acquisition of expertise with specific complex techniques" (Latto).
There is no doubt that "hands-on experience" is essential; however, this book is a valuable source of available information and should form part of enlightened departmental libraries. It is equally recommended for the individual library.
ROBERT GILLIES Melbourne, Vic. This excellently presented book contains topics covering a wide spectrum of not just anaesthesia, but complications such as metabolic derangement, multiple organ dysfunction, respiratory and renal failure in combat casualties which equally applies to emergency departments in civil hospitals.
Each chapter is complete in itself but relates in style and continuity to other chapters. Chapters on anaesthetic agents, e.g. intravenous agents, muscle relaxants and regional anaesthesia are succinct but encapsulate important pharmacology, physiology and dose regimens as well as practical points. Chapters on fluids including transfusion therapy and fluid resusci-tation are lucid and practical, as well as supported by an excellent bibliography. All chapters have clear tables and illustrations which are efficiently related to the text.
This book is for the postgraduate. It would be invaluable to military anaesthetists in regular or reserve forces. The book would also be of great value both for preparation and reference for anaesthetists who wish, in a voluntary capacity, to go with civilian teams to the third world or war-ravaged countries. For the emergency physician and consultant in intensive care the book would provide excellent reference.
In general reading and reference this book provides significant interest and also serves as an excellent aide-memoir to certain conditions that may from time to time present for the anaesthetist. Subjects such as malignant hyperthermia, renal failure, respiratory failure and the management of burns are efficiently and well covered in specific chapters which include anaesthetic management and resuscitation. This is a useful book for the shelves of a postgraduate library.
J This book presents an interesting and comprehensive discussion of the postoperative critically ill patient. Drs Gallagher and Chernow have written the first three chapters on immediate needs of the postoperative patient, monitoring techniques and perioperative endocrine and electrolyte disorders. The subsequent fifteen chapters cover detailed discussions of important aspects of cardiac, respiratory, renal and neurological function in the postoperative period. Sections on fluid and electrolyte balance, bleeding, analgesia and neuromuscular blockade give these topics the attention which they deserve. Each of twenty-two U.S. authors presents personal views and current practice, along with a useful review of recent literature.
The first reading of the text gave the reviewer the impression that much of the presentation is familiar and straightforward. However, subsequent study of each section reveals much wisdom and skilful discussion of good clinical practice based on physiological principles and recent research. "Assessing perioperative cardiac risk" and "acute airway problems" are particularly pertinent and excellent. Other pleasing features are the case reports at the beginning of each chapter, which not only introduce each topic but also promote thought and discussion.
Each page includes a blank column which is used to highlight important points. This significantly adds to the number of pages, and it may have been more effective to summarize important matters at the end of each chapter. References vary from recent and relevant to unhelpful and old. There are some surprising references to publications that are more than twenty to thirty years old.
There are a number of disappointments and criticisms. The reader who seeks guidance on specific matters may be confused by imprecise advice and will be uncomfortable with some recommendations and statements. The following are examples. Central venous pressure "can provide" (and on the same page "does not provide") information about intravascular volume (p. 39). Recommended fluid challenge of 0.5 to 2 litres electrolyte solution for suspected hypovolaemia requires qualification (p. 22). In discussion of postoperative bleeding, "several hours may elapse before anyone recognizes that the patient has received a further 6 to 8 units of blood and most likely requires operative intervention" (p. 49). The recommendation that all electrolytes should be analyzed daily (p. 50) could have been modified, and should address specific electrolytes and consideration of costs. The reader may not agree with defining hypokalaemia as potassium level less than 4.5 mmol/l (p. 7), treating hypokalaemia with potassium chloride 40-60 mmol over three hours (p. 172), loading dose of digoxin 1.5 mg over two hours for atrial fibrillation (p. 161), propofol infusion for sedation in children (p. 362), or aprotonin infusion in unselected patients for coronary artery graft (p. 432). Dopamine infusion in acute renal insufficiency receives critical analysis, although this is followed by the surprising remark that "obviously we always use low dose dopamine" (p. 413). The case report on acute electrolyte balance (p. 121) gives inadequate information on renal function. Editing is sometimes poor and examples include repeated descriptions of creatinine clearance and central anticholinergic syndrome. Typographical errors are found with nitroglycerine dosage (p. 14) and with description of vessels used in arteriovenous haemofiltration (p. 414).
In the overall context of the book, these matters are relatively minor. Both specialists and trainees will benefit not only from reviewing current practice but also from being stimulated occasionally to disagree with some of the matters raised. This book is valuable for individual clinicians who manage surgical patients The Handbook of Clinical Anesthesia is a pocketsized reference manual covering the entire range of anaesthesia practice from basic principles through to anaesthetic management and perioperative care. Each chapter is abstracted from a parallel chapter in the textbook "Clinical Anesthesia" by the same editors. The handbook is designed to supplement the textbook by providing a summary of essential information which is easily accessed at the bedside.
The format of the third edition of the handbook has changed slightly to parallel the changes in the third edition of the textbook. There are now 57 chapters divided into six sections. New chapters include "Anesthesia as a Specialty", "Practice Management", "Experimental Design and Statistics", "Professional Liability, Risk Management, and Quality Improvement", "Value Based Anesthesia Management", "Electrical Safety", and "Cellular and Molecular Mechanisms of Anesthesia". The updated appendix now contains difficult airway algorithms and American Society of Anesthesiologists standards for monitoring, as well as physiological formula, an electrocardiographic atlas, an extensive drug list, and the American Heart Association resuscitation protocols.
Although the book provides only the briefest overview of the topics covered, it fulfils its role as an up-to-date pocket-sized handbook. It is less successful in the coverage of subspecialty areas such as cardiac anaesthesia, paediatric and neonatal anaesthesia, and obstetric anaesthesia, which many readers will find too brief. Similarly, it is too brief to serve as a satisfactory introductory text for medical students or anaesthesia trainees. The book will be of most use to readers of the accompanying textbooks "Clinical Anesthesia". Nevertheless, it also stands alone as a basic summary of essential information required by practising anaesthetists.
N. GIBBS Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, Perth, W.A.
